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Cinco G Maya is Spanish for “ilth of May™. The holiday is celebrated on May s
Every year Americans across the couniry celebrale inmany ways. There are parades.
street festivals, pifiatas, muskc. dancing, and Mexican food. In the United States, itis a
colebration of Mexican culture, However, it did nol ooginage, of begin, &5 a culteral
cinration

Tinco 6 Maya celebrales an event thal happened over S0 y@ars anes Maxicans
gained their independence. In 1867, Benity Juarez became president of Mexico, He
stated that Mexico was oo poor 1o pay back Eurcpe. In response, the French ruler,
MNapoleon I, gacided to atiack Mexico 1o make A part of France. Vinen the French amy
anived in Mexico, President Juarez and his govemnment were forced to peireat, or move
out of the way.

Six thousand French troops plannad i aflack Pusbla de Los Angeies, 3 small
Maican fown. President Juarez rounded up bwo Bousand Miicans and sent them fo
Pugbla. They prepared for the attack. On May 5, 1862, the ballled asted from morming
umil aght. Then, e French finally retrealed AImost five hundred French solgiers were
Fdled. The Mexicans lost less than one hundred of Bheir soldiers.

The war between France and Mexico lasted for another six years, but this battle,
on the fifth of May, was especially memorabie. The Mexicans won, even though the
odds were against them. This victery bacame a symbol of Maxican resistance o
Frendh pewis

Mow, Cinco de Mayo is 2 small holiday in Mexico, In fact, mesi Mexicans do nol
even calebrate because it is not a Tederal holiday. |t is mostly celebrated anly in the city
of Pugbla, where the batlie actually happened

Cinco de Mayo was infreduced o the United Stales inthe 1860s. It has since
become a bigger celabration in the U.S. than in Mexdcol Americans and Mexicans in the
U8, maka it 8 huge celebration of Mexican culture. This is espedially true in areas with

large Mexican-Amarnican populations.




